FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
VIIL   THE REMEDIES'
THUS far Cassandra. But inasmuch as fore-
warned is fore-armed, it would be craven to
despair. Rather should we set to work to grapple
with such apprehensions and to falsify such pre-
dictions. This task will not be easy. It may require
us to mobihze our whole available political intel-
ligence, to addict ourselves to serious thinking,
and to distract the attention of the British public
from the sports to which it is devoted and the
trifles in which it is really interested. It may be
necessary to induce our public press to set itself to
instruct and not merely to titillate., and our public
men to take the people into their confidence and
to tell them the truth, even if it is unpalatable
and unpopular, instead of regaling them with
eye-wash and propaganda. In short, it may
require a general and sustained national effort
As some slight contribution to such an effort
attention may be drawn to a few general facts
about the political situation of the world at
present, which may be found relevant to the
fortunes of the British Empire.
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